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October 2009 Newsletter

www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk

Find out all about the 
latest Knowsley CLCs 
activities and events 
including teacher training.

! In  order to develop the service Knowsley 
City Learning Centres provide to our schools, 
directorate colleagues and the wider council 
we have made a number of improvements to 
our delivery methodology:

Knowsley City Learning Centres:  Huyton
! The production facilities provided by 
Huyton CLC have moved and are now 
available at our new base in  Huyton  Arts and 
Sports Centre for Learning. The facilities have 
been  greatly enhanced and we are now able 
to record using 3D virtual sets.  We are 
delighted to be based in this excellent facility 
and bookings are currently being taken for 
activities after 16th November.

Knowsley City Learning Centre:  Kirkby 

! Kirkby CLC has relocated to its new base 
at Park Brow Primary School (Rockford 
Avenue site) The  exciting and innovative new 
learning spaces will enable us to continue to 
work collaboratively with  schools to enhance 
learning experiences for children and young 
people within Knowsley. The new centre will 
prov ide school co l leagues wi th the 
opportuni ty to work with the latest 
technology in a flexible learning environment 
and to trial alternative ways of delivery.    

Knowsley City Learning Centres: Whiston  

! Whiston CLC has benefited from a 
refurbishment over the summer period and 
continues to  provide a wide range of facilities 
to support the needs of school colleagues 

and the directorate.  We have invested 
s igni f icant ly in  new technology and 
particularly in  touch  technology including the 
latest touch tables for the Primary and 
Secondary sectors.  These redevelopments 
also include creating flexible spaces which 
can also be used as well equipped meeting 
rooms.
! We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Directorate, school and other 
colleagues who have supported and worked 
with us during this period of our transition.

! W e a r e k e e n t o c o n t i n u e t h e 
collaborations already established with  many 
of our partner schools to develop eLearning 
Resources. In  addition to delivery in  any of 
these excellent facilities – our Learning 
Partners are available to work with  you in  
your school sites as part of our Reach Out 
delivery supported by equipment available 
through our mobile CLCs.  Activities available 
through any of the CLCs or as part of Reach 
Out are detailed in our Resource Booklet 
which links activities to curriculum and QCA 
requirements – available for download from 
www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk or by contacting us 
on 477 8040.  If you would like to book any 
activity or work with  us to develop new ones 
please contact any member of the CLC team.

! Our commitment to working with 
colleagues to raise attainment and improve 
the life chances of our young people will be 
well supported by these changes and we look 
forward to working with you.

Knowsley CLCs evolve to their next stage of delivery

Knowsley City Learning Centres -  Changing The Way We Learn
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Knowsley CLCs most 
requested activities:

1. Literacy with Comic Life
Create comic books with this easy 
to use drag and drop application. 
Children write a short narrative and 
use digital cameras to capture 
stills for the comic. This can be the 
basis for a filming project.

2. Filming Projects
Create music videos, re-tell fables, 
film the children’s short stories; the 
possibilities are endless. Contact 
the CLCs Learning  Partners to 
discuss your ideas.

3. Animation with ‘I Can 
Animate’
This activity is a great introduction 
to the world of digital still frame 
animation that could inspire pupils 
to become the next ‘Nick Park’ 
creator of ‘Wallace and Gromit’.

4. Podcasting
Podium, designed specifically  for 
ch i ld ren , i s a use fu l vo ice 
recording software for creating 
podcasts.  It is an easy-to-use 
piece of software that enables 
users of any age to create, edit 
and publish podcasts all from the 
same simple interface.

5. E-Safety Sessions
Supports  children in the safe use 
of virtual environments and avoid 
risk taking  behavior. Developed by 
CEOP and delivered by CLC e-
Safety Ambassadors. Sessions 
can also be arranged for teachers, 
support staff, parents and carers.

National Anti-Bullying Week: 16th - 20th November 2009
This year's Anti-Bullying Week campaign was ‘Stay safe in Cyberspace’. The focus was on Cyber-Bullying - the use of 

information communications technology (ICT), particularly mobile phones and" the internet," to  deliberately" upset 

someone else." "Research has found that more than a third of 12–15-year-olds have faced some form of cyberbullying. 

The CLCs ran activities all week in our centres and in several schools around Knowsley. Learners produced Anti-Cyber-

bullying posters,  the posters were voted on by the school and the winner used around the school to raise awareness of 

bullying. Learners also created a series of Anti-Cyber-Bullying podcasts and animations that offers advice and support 

while illuminating the many problems of Cyber-Bullying.

Summer School: Make a Short Film in Three Days
! Children from schools in the Kirkby 
area attended a Still Frame Animation 
Workshop run by Knowsley CLCs in 
conjunction with FACT and “Find your 
Talent”.  We are grateful to colleagues at  
All Saints High School who hosted the 
event  for us over the summer holidays.  
Children were given the opportunity to 
f a m i l i a r i s e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h t h e 
functionalities of Apple Mac laptops, 
c a m e r a s ,  I C a n A n i m a t e a n d 
Garageband software applications.

! I n g r o u p s c h i l d r e n c r e a t e d 
storyboards on their chosen topics (which 
included two short animations featuring 
the hot topic “Swine Flu” and one titled 
“Kitchen Nightmares”  starring Gordon 
ʻbleepʼ  Ramsey).  The children then 
created their own set,  props and models 
which would bring their stories to 
life. !
! Using the  I Can Animate Software 
on the Macs the pupils  then began to film 

their movies.  They moved their models 
slowly around the set  as another member 
of the group  captured the still frames.  
This  was a long but rewarding process 
but even from an early stage you could 
see their films starting to take form.

! After the animations were filmed the 
children watched them back and started 
editing and making decisions for the 
voiceovers, music and sound effects to 
compliment the video footage.  The 
sounds used within the short  films were a 
combination of voice overs and music 
clips the children had created using 
Garageband.

! Parents and carers came to the film 
premiere and were really impressed with 
the work their children had produced.  
They couldnʼt believe that every part of 
the productions were made by the 
children with minimal help from staff 
delivering the activities.

Kirkby children attending a Still Frame 
Animation Workshop at All Saints High 
School over the summer.



Knowsley CLCs Bite-Size News

School Websites & CPD with iWeb

Working with Springfield’s ICT Co-
o r d i n a t o r A n n a D o w n i n g 
Knowsley City Learning Centre 
have delivered a series of CPD 
sessions designed to enable the 
school’s staff to design and 
p ro d u c e t h e i r o w n s c h o o l 
website. The CLC sessions offer 
teachers the skills to create an 
attractive, personalised website 
wi th the easy- to-use iWeb 
software on CLC Apple Macbook 
laptops. Later sessions explore 
methods and techniques for 
s u c c e s s f u l l y p r o d u c i n g a 
sophisticated websites using 
images, photos,  movies, sound 
files and text. 

Multimedia and Video Edit Training

Karen  Tucker a teacher from 
Cent ra l P r imary reques ted 
support with term long video 
project design  to  produce a 
school leaver video. The CLCs set 
up three CPD sessions, designed 
t o d e m o n s t r a t e c a m e r a 
techniques and two for video 
editing and effects. We also 
offered drop in  support when the 
final editing of footage was taking 
place. The CLCs then  authored 
the final product to DVD for the 
pup i l s to take home as a 
keepsake.

BBC 21 CC Collaboration
Knowsley CLCs continue to work 
with partners to explore creative 
ways of using multimedia and new 
technology in teaching and learning 
across the curriculum. Working in 
col laboration with BBC 21CC, 
Knowsley City Learning Centres 
hosted and co-presented two 
curriculum centred interventions 
b a s e d o n P o d c a s t i n g / a u d i o 
productions skills and Still Frame 
Animation. This was the first time the 
BBC 21CC team had delivered a 
session outside of the BBC centres 
and was a great success with 
extremely positive feedback. This 
term  the CLCs have organised two 
school trips to the BBC's digital 
learning centre based in Swinton, 
Salford .

Reach-Out Activities
! In  collaboration with our partner 
schools we have now developed a 
series of ‘Reach Out’  activities that can 
be delivered within our partner schools.  
Such has been  the demand and success 
of this programme we are able to offer 
week long Reach  Out sessions, where 
our Learning Partner(s) deliver sessions 
to different classes or deliver a series of 
activities to one class.
! An example of this service is the 
work we have completed with  St Annes’ 
Primary school, during one week we 
delivered eSafety awareness raising 
sessions to  each year group and 
delivered an evening session to parents.  
We have invested in a variety of mobile 
equipment and have a number of 
resources available at each  Key Stage 
that allows us to deliver this service.  
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s p l e a s e v i s i t 
www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk.

The Class of 2009

! At the end of summer term 
Knowsley City Learning Centres 
attended St Andrew the Apostle in 
Halewood to support them  in the 
design  and production of ‘Class 
Books’.   Combining the use of 
cameras, lightweight laptops and 
Comic Life software young people were 
able to create their own class book.  
Each of the books consisted of 4 
pages,  for the front page a group class 
photograph was taken and a word 
caption was added which  read ‘St 
Andrew the Apostle – Class of 2009’.  
! Their second page was ‘All About 
Me’, for which  the young people 
searched the internet looking for 
images to represent their social 
interests such as movies, music, 
sports, holidays etc. Once they had 
found suitable images which reflected 
their personal likes they saved them 
back to a central folder so they could 
be uploaded to their class books.
! The third and fourth  pages were 
filled with photographs of each class 
member.   The children  took these 
photographs using the built in  camera 
on the laptops.  We used compact 
laptops which enabled the children to 
m o v e f re e l y a ro u n d t h e c l a s s 
‘snapping’ their friends. Again  these 
photos were then uploaded to their 
class book.!
! L a s t l y t h e c h i l d r e n c o u l d 
personalise their own books by 
choosing different styles of fonts, 
frames,  colours, layouts etc.  The 
activity also gave them an insight in 
how to capture information  and present 
it in a ‘magazine’ style layout.  Their 
class books will be a great keepsake 
and reminder of their friends as they 
set off into secondary education in  their 
brand new Centre for Learning.

50 Years of Overdale

! To support the schools celebration 
of 50 years of Overdale, Knowsley CLCs 
were able to support the school by 
delivering a series of activities taking 
place both in  Kirkby CLC and at the 
school.  The week long schedule, which 
had a l iteracy theme throughout 
p r o v i d e d e a c h c l a s s w i t h t h e 
opportunity to participate in activities 
such as Kar2ouche and Comic Life and 
interviewing pupils, past and present 
about their experiences of the school 
using our portable Chromakey kit.
! In  addition to this we also took the 
oppor tun i t y to p rov ide eSa fe ty 
awareness sessions to all classes.  This 
was delivered as a Reach  Out activity 
over two weeks at the school, the 
feedback we received from pupils and 
teachers was excellent.

http://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk
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CLCs given expert digital 
media training status
Our City Learning Centres have 
become an official Apple Regional 
Training Centre (RTC) and are now part 
of a national network delivering training 
in digital media to educational 
practitioners. Knowsley CLCs are 
a m o n g o n l y 7 0 e d u c a t i o n a l 
organisations nationally to hold 
Regional Training Centre status. 

The CLCs are currently developing 
their training schedule and wil l 
continue to support the application of 
Apple technologies as part of the 
Reach Out activities which are featured 
in the Resource booklet, available for 
download at www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk.

If you are interested in attending a 
training session or would like to work 
with the CLCs to develop learning 
activities please contact Alan Ellis on 
0151 477 8040.

Knowsley CLCs Summer Activities:
Film and Drama Activities
! During the third week of the summer 
holidays, children from across the Borough 
took part in a week long film and drama 
activity.  In total over 40 children attended 
over the four days.
! On the first day of the activity they got 
to know each other through games and ice-
breaking activities.  The children were then 
put in to groups and allocated roles and 
responsibilities, which included coming up 
with an idea to produce their own film, 
designing the storyboard, script writing, 
making props and costumes, creating mood 
boards and set design.  Using the Internet 
the children researched different images to 
be used as a background on the mobile 
chromakey kit.
! On Day three the children began filming.  
Our Learning Partners set up 3 main areas 
consisting of cameras, tripods and lighting 
equipment where the children were able to 
act out their films while we captured it all on 
camera.  The children directed their movies 
making all the decisions about the different 
shots, angles and who was to be on and off 
set at any one time.  This was the most 
demanding part of  activity as the ‘directors’ 
began to improvise!
! Filming complete the children set about 
editing their films.  The children quickly 
grasped the techniques to enhance their  
films. In the afternoon of day four there was 
a presentation for parents and carers, 
following the Oscar award format.  Each 
group was nominated and received an award 
for categories such as Best Drama, Best 
Stunts, Best Documentary and Best Comedy 
etc.  The films and award ceremony was well 
received by all the proud parents/ carers 
who attended.

Space Adventure 2009
! During the summer held two week long 
Space Adventure activities for children aged 
between 8 and 12 years of age. The activity 
was aimed at Gifted and Talented pupils 
from across the Borough. Children had the 
opportunity to learn about all different 
aspects of space including the stars and 
planets in our solar system, the moon 
landings, the space race, rockets, asteroids 
and a whole host of other space related 
topics.  

! As part of the activities children visited 
the World Museum in Liverpool to watch the 
star show in the planetarium.  Before the 
show there was an opportunity to have a 
look around and visit the different floors of 
the museum taking in a range of exhibits 
including the Natural World, Dinosaurs, the 
Bug House, Music Memorabilia exhibit and 
Egyptology. 

! Throughout the week children created 
their own blogs and podcasts about the 
different activities they had been involved in.  
This was a great way of documenting the 
week’s activities.

! Children also took part in a video 
conference link up with Leicester Space 
Centre. As part of this they competed in 
teams to answer questions  about space 
and build a space rocket.  They also had to 
work within a budget and decide what 
important items an astronaut would need in 
space. 
! Children also created a space mosaic 
using a resource developed by a member of 
the Learning Technologies team which is 
available at www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk

CPD Session – Podcating, Audiobook and Audio Creation
The CLC have over the course of the year ran two staff training 
events on producing podcast, audiobooks and audio creation 
skills using Apple’s Garageband software. 

Garageband is designed specifically with education in mind, easy 
to use voice recording is ideal for creating podcasts and allows 
pupils to create, edit and publish podcasts all from the same 
simple interface, quickly and easily. Once staff have mastered the 
basics the session demonstrates how these skills can be use in 
classroom activities such as getting pupils to work together to 
create their own local news broadcast. The broadcast news 
activity provides a great opportunity to discuss current local 
events and enhances media literacy by offering pupils a deeper 
understanding of how news is produced.

Garageband can also be used to produce Audiobooks which are 
a proven way to develop vocabulary growth, expand language 
capabilities and enhance a child's background knowledge of a 
subject or concept and encourage critical thinking in responding 
to audio content. In addition audio listening experience has been 
proven to engage students who might normally not be active 
class participants and has recognised value for students with 
special needs. Record and create short stories, chapters for 
specific books, essays, lectures, newspaper articles and 
magazine segments all in audio book format which can then be 
distributed to the class via handheld devices. The audio creation 
element of the CPD session shows staff how they can get 
students to work in small groups to create a short music track. 
This is designed to introduce staff to the concepts of audio 

Knowsley CLC: Huyton
C/o Huyton Arts & Sports Centre for 
Learning, Seel Road, Huyton, Knowsley 
L36 6DG. Tel: 0151 477 8860 - Email: 
huyton.clc@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley CLC: Kirkby
Park Brow Community Primary, Broad 
Lane, Southdene, Kirkby, Knowsley L32 
3YE. Tel: 0151 443 4776 - Email: 
kirkby.clc@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley CLC: Whiston & Prescot
Cumber Lane, Whiston, Knowsley L35 
2XG. Tel: 0151 477 8040 - Email: 
whiston.clc@knowsley.gov.uk
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